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How do you feel about organised activities?
...........................................................................................................................

Suck
them up

MAGICAL MYSTERY ART TOUR
Savoy Hotel, Florence

Florence is a treat at any time of year, but in dark
December, when the hordes of tourists have left
and the city's characteristic red roofs are dusted
with a sprinkling of snow, it's at its lantern-lit best.
Head to Rocco Forte's perfectly situated Savoy
Hotel: turn right out of the door, it's two minutes to
the Duomo; turn left out of the door, it's three
minutes to the Uffizi. In front is the Piazza della
Repubblica, complete with giant Christmas tree,
where, on a clement day, you can sip cappuccinos.
Inside, the Savoy is classically elegant - mosaics
and marble, black and white photos and sculpted
hats - and it has Alessandro, the bottle-rocket

concierge, who can get you in anywhere, all with
the most gorgeous of Italian twinkles. Florence
brings history and art to life; so does the Savoy. A
Michelangelo Treasure Hunt for teenagers leads

them, clue by clue, through the Museo del
Bargello and the Galleria dell'Accademia. And a
Florence Ghost Tour will thrill Horrible Histories-
loving offspring. Cape-wearing nightwatchman

Sam comes the right side of midnight, armed with
a flickering light, to take them to the executioner's
house, to a plague house, to a haunted tower, to
talk about the kidnapping of Michelangelo's body.
Bliss for anyone who loves to sneak in a little

culture to an otherwise plastic-swarmed overload.

BOOK IT
Three nights from £3,290, for two adults and two children,
including flights. abercrombiekent.co.uk or 08456182163

Sometimes team player,
sometimes lone ranger

SAFARI THRILLS
Shambala, South Africa

Tucked away in the Waterberg mountains, three
hours from Johannesburg, this is an easy-peasy
safari to take the kids on, with no hassle and

no bugs. Super-safe and impeccably managed,
it's 12,000 hectares of fenced-in nature reserve

with lion and rhino a-qo-qo. A huge set of wooden
gates opens magically to the lovely Rebecca, a
cheery, fresh-as-an-apple Cornish woman (but
one who carries a gun) - there's nothing the lady

don't know about the bush. Zulu Camp, 16
honeycomb-shaped chalet-pods made from native
reeds, is alllndochine-relaxed - dark woods and
crisp, white sheets. This may be the bush, but
count the towels in your room - a staggering 42.
There are no set times for anything, the Lord be

blessed, so no need to wake your sleeping badgers
at 5am (always way too hectic), and game drives,
spa treatments and what you want to eat when you
want to eat it is all set by you. Ah, the relief. Juicy
burgers, white-chocolate puds; chef Lois will

conjure it up in a flurry The spa, next to a stream,
is an experience in itself. And the game ... little

ones will want the big five even if they don't know
it - you'll see them. You might even get charged
by an irate hippo on the lake that forms part of the
landscape. And don't forget the elephant rides
that frisk even the most lugubrious teenager.

BOOK IT
Three nights from £3,395, including flights with British

Airways. africatravel.co.uk or 020 7843 3585..· ·························· ..1·

Entirely
allergic -~

CARIBBEAN ESCAPE
Montpelier Plantation

& Beach, Nevis
When American Muffin Hoffman and her family
took over Montpelier in 2002, a ripple of concern

went round the small but perfectly formed
Caribbean island of Nevis. This British colonial-era
Plantation Inn (famous as a hideaway hangout for
Diana) was a treasured institution, albeit one in
desperate need of modernisation. Well, there was
no need to worry - the Hoffmans have done a

brilliant job. Today, Montpelier has it all: a
wonderful combination of old-world nostalgia and
contemporary cool. Dip into horse-racing or an
island croquet match with Pimm's and cucumber

sandwiches at Christmas, if you feel like it.
Discreetly hidden among lush tropical gardens in a
hilltop location that catches an evening breeze, the
hotel is linked by free transfer to a private beach
with cute little cabanas and a beach bar. Every
evening Muffin and her team work the pre-dinner
cocktail scene in the Great Room, then slip away

so that everyone gets to tuck into knockout
indulgences in the elegant Restaurant 750. The
stunning 300-year-old sugar-mill tower is the place
for a party. Grab the Little House, which has two
bedrooms and a fully stocked kitchen; it's two
minutes away from the main hotel and very

Caribbean cute with lots of while-painted wood.
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BOOK IT
Seven nights from £2,479, including British Airways

flights and transfers. tropicbreeze.co.uk
........... 1 . ~
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